
GNCOMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY GUIDE 
SERMON SERIES: “MAKE IT TO MATURITY” 
SERMON TITLE: “THE GOAL IS LOVE”  
DATE PREACHED: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17TH 2019 
PREACHER: CODY BALCH 

Facilitator NOTE: AS YOU PREPARE AHEAD OF TIME, LOOK THROUGH THE PASSAGES/QUESTIONS BELOW TO 
HELP YOURSELF PRIORITIZE THE THINGS THAT YOU DEFINITELY WANT TO COVER WITH THE TIME YOU HAVE 
AVAILABLE. YOU LIKELY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO COVER ALL THIS MATERIAL. TRY TO KEEP THE STUDIES TO 
AROUND AN HOUR FOR THE KIDS/KIDS-HELPERS SAKE. 

SERMON IN A SENTENCE: 
“TRUTHFUL THINGS THAT ARE NOT SAID IN LOVE WILL BE PERCEIVED AS FALSE.” 

(use the questions you want to use, ignore the ones you don’t want to use, and add any that you think would be good) 
WARM UP QUESTIONS: 

What does maturity as a follower of Jesus look like? 
What are the implications of being immature as a follower of Jesus? 
What things would help anyone mature in their walk with Jesus? 
Is there such a thing as absolute truth? If so, name one example. 
Does “false teaching” or “false doctrine” matter? If so, why? 
Is it possible for a person to be uncompromising with the truth, and still be 
fully filled with love? 
Have you ever said something fully true to someone, but due to your unloving 
attitude toward them, the true statement fell on deaf ears? Why so? 

DIVE IN DEEPER: 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 — “1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do 
not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift 
of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith 
that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I 
possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not 
have love, I gain nothing.” 



According to this passage, what value does the Apostle Paul put on 
“talents” and “good deeds” that are done without love? Why? 

Can you think of examples where you’ve seen this played out? 
(someone who is naturally talented, but not motivated by love) 

1 Timothy 1:3-7 — “3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in 
Ephesus so that you may command certain people not to teach false doctrines 
any longer 4 or to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. Such 
things promote controversial speculations rather than advancing God’s work—
which is by faith. 5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart 
and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 Some have departed from these and 
have turned to meaningless talk. 7 They want to be teachers of the law, but they 
do not know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm.” 

What are the types of things that you have seen people or churches 
get “fixated” on that have caused them to veer away from the truth 
and the bullseye of the Gospel (death, burial and resurrection/
salvation of grace through faith alone)? 

Verse 5: How is Paul’s goal of love connect to what he had just said to 
Timothy in verses 3+4? 

Verse 5: How would you describe someone who has a “pure heart”? 

Verse 5: How would you describe someone who has a “good 
conscience”? 

Verse 5: How would you describe someone who has a “sincere faith”? 

Ephesians 4:11-16 — “11 So Christ Himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip His people for works of service, 
so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be infants, 
tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of 
teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 
15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect 



the mature body of Him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From Him the whole 
body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds 
itself up in love, as each part does its work.” 

What is the primary biblical responsibility of apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors, and teachers? (verse 12) 

Why do you think that most people will move heaven and earth to 
make sure that a child grows and matures physically, but can often 
place less or no emphasis and attention on spiritual growth and 
maturity? 

What comes to your mind when you read verse 14? 

Verse 15: What does it look like for someone to “speak the truth in 
love”, even if the hearer disagrees or rejects the very thing that is 
eternally true (namely Jesus and the Gospel)? 

How many people (even in this room) have been hurt or stunted by 
people who ‘spoke the truth without love’? 

TAKE THIS HOME WITH YOU “TAKEAWAY”: 
How can you do your part to help heal the damage that has been done by 
people who have spoken the truth (or lies) without any love or kindness? 
What area of your life and faith do you need to do a better job of standing for 
the truth of God, while remaining in a loving state? 

 Close in prayer.  

MATCHING THEME IDEAS FOR THE KID’S LESSON: 
— I’d encourage a worship time if possible (youtube works great {Lifetree Kids & 
Bible Project}). 
— Ask them if they have any things in their life that they need Jesus’ help with, 
and then pray for the requests of the group. 
— And feel free to ask any of the kids if they’d like to say a prayer for the group. 



 Read 1 Timothy 1:5 — “5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from 
a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.” 

Ask the kiddos questions like: 
 What was Jesus’ goal while He was on earth? 
 What does Jesus want our goal to be while on earth? 
 What does it mean to have a pure heart? 
 What does it mean to have a good conscience? 
 What does it mean to have a sincere faith? 

Activity Ideas:  
 Have the kids draw a triangle and in the middle have them write 

“speaking the truth in love”. And then each point of the triangle will 
say one of these: Pure heart, good conscience, or sincere faith (see 
picture below: 

 Younger kids can draw a target with a bullseye in the middle that 
says “love”.

Speaking the  
truth in love 

1 TIMOTHY 1:5

Pure Heart

Good Conscience Sincere Faith


