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WARM UP QUESTIONS: (choose the ones you think fit best) 
How would you define the word “perspective”, and how do you see perspective 
as a valuable tool in this life? 
What’s an example from your life where, at the time, the situation felt like a 
BIG deal, but with time and perspective, you looked back at it as a small thing? 
What would people say that your life is all about? 
Does your life show that you are more concerned about pointing people to 
yourself or to Jesus? 
Are you more concerned about “self-preservation”, or are you more concerned 
with living a life that selflessly and sacrificially points people to Jesus? 

SERMON IN A SENTENCE: 
“Having an eternal perspective helps the big things in this life feel more like 
small things.” 

The biblical story/passages of John the Baptist below have been split up into 3 
sections. Use all three, or parts of them as you need, depending on time 
available to you in your group discussions. Hopefully, you have plenty of 
material to work with, but don’t feel like you have to use all of it if you run out of 
time. Use your prep time ahead of time to figure out what you “can’t leave out” 
and what you definitely want to cover. 

PART 1: JOHN THE BAPTIST & JESUS COLLIDE (I WOULD SPEND THE LEAST AMOUNT OF TIME 
ON THIS SECTION) 
John 3:22-36 — “22 After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean 
countryside, where he spent some time with them, and baptized. 23 Now John 
also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and 
people were coming and being baptized. 24 (This was before John was put in 
prison.) 25 An argument developed between some of John’s disciples and a 
certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial washing. 26 They came to John and 



said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan—
the one you testified about—look, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.” 
27 To this John replied, “A person can receive only what is given them from 
heaven. 28 You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Messiah but am 
sent ahead of him.’ 29 The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who 
attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears 
the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 30 He must 
become greater; I must become less.” 31 The one who comes from above is 
above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one 
from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all. 32 He testifies to 
what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 33 Whoever has 
accepted it has certified that God is truthful. 34 For the one whom God has sent 
speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit. 35 The Father 
loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. 36 Whoever believes in the 
Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath 
remains on them. 

What caught your attention in this section of scripture? 
What should the implications of John’s attitude in verse 30 be for our lives? 

PART 2: WHAT JESUS & JOHN THE BAPTIST THINK OF EACH OTHER 
Matthew 11:1-11 — “1 After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, 
he went on from there to teach and preach in the towns of Galilee. 2 When John, 
who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 
3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone 
else?” 4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The 
blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6 Blessed 
is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.” 7 As John’s disciples were 
leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out into 
the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ 
palaces. 9 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written: “‘I will send my 
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11 Truly I tell 



you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John 
the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

What do you think about John the Baptist’s "second guessing” of who Jesus 
was while John was sitting in prison?  
Why did John have doubts? Would you have had doubts if you where in John’s 
place? Why or why not? 
What do you think about Jesus calling John the Baptist the greatest man 
(besides Himself) to have ever been born? {the next section will tie into the 
interesting fact/implications of John’s greatness} 
Jesus knew that John (the G.O.A.T) was in prison, but he didn’t rush off to save 
him. Why do you think this is? Does that make Jesus a bad friend or Lord? 

PART 3: WHAT HAPPENED TO JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Mark 6:14-29 — “14 King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ name had become 
well known. Some were saying, “John the Baptist has been raised from the dead, 
and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15 Others said, “He is 
Elijah.” And still others claimed, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of long 
ago.” 16 But when Herod heard this, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been 
raised from the dead!” 17 For Herod himself had given orders to have John 
arrested, and he had him bound and put in prison. He did this because of 
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married. 18 For John had been 
saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19 So 
Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. But she was not 
able to, 20 because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing him to be a 
righteous and holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he 
liked to listen to him. 21 Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod 
gave a banquet for his high officials and military commanders and the leading 
men of Galilee. 22 When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she 
pleased Herod and his dinner guests. The king said to the girl, “Ask me for 
anything you want, and I’ll give it to you.” 23 And he promised her with an oath, 
“Whatever you ask I will give you, up to half my kingdom.” 24 She went out and 
said to her mother, “What shall I ask for?” “The head of John the Baptist,” she 
answered. 25 At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request: “I want you 
to give me right now the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 The king was 
greatly distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he did not 



want to refuse her. 27 So he immediately sent an executioner with orders to bring 
John’s head. The man went, beheaded John in the prison, 28 and brought back 
his head on a platter. He presented it to the girl, and she gave it to her mother. 
29 On hearing of this, John’s disciples came and took his body and laid it in a 
tomb.” 

While John was in prison, Jesus had said that John the Baptist was the 
greatest person born on earth (besides Himself). Why would Jesus allow John 
to be beheaded if John was so great? 
If Jesus allowed this type of thing to happen to John the Baptist (who was the 
greatest), then what do you think we deserve for our lives? Is sacrifice a 
requirement to follow Jesus? If so, how do you see that potentially playing out 
in our lives today? 
How does “eternal perspective" play into all of this? How does an eternal 
perspective change the way that we perceive things in this life, including pain, 
sacrifice, and trials? 

We learn from John the Baptist’s life and death that this life is fully intended to 
point people to Jesus and that God will receive all of the glory? Does your life 
have the same purpose as that of John? How is that evident to others around 
you? Is there evidence?  
How can others here in this GNCommunity & Church help encourage you to 
make the shifts needed to live more selflessly and sacrificially for Jesus and 
the eternal purpose that He has given us? 

 Close in prayer.  

MATCHING THEME IDEAS FOR THE KIDS LESSON: 
— I’d encourage a worship time if possible (youtube works great). 
— Ask them if they have any things in their life that they need Jesus’ help with, 
and then pray for the requests of the group. 
— And feel free to ask any of the kids if they’d like to say a prayer for the group. 

 To help the kids understand the concept of perspective, ask them how big the 
Sun is. They may try and use their fingers/hands/arms to show you how big 
the sun is, but tell them that you could fit 1,300,000 earths inside the sun!!!! 



 Ask them if you (the teacher) are bigger than the kids. They should say yes, 
BUT then have them stand farther away from you so they can look through 
their fingers and make it look like they can pinch you between their fingers. 
This is to help them understand perspective and how things that seem big are 
very small to God, since He is so big and powerful. 
 Ask the kids what they know about heaven/eternal life. Ask them, “What do 
you think you will care about in this life once you are in heaven?” You are 
working to try and give them an persecutive on this life compared to eternal 
life with God forever in all of His perfection.


