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SERMON IN A SENTENCE: 
“We should aim to live and serve like the one who was the greatest.” 

WARM UP QUESTIONS: (choose the ones you think will fit best) 
Who are some people that you think of as the “Greatest Of All Time” (aka: the 
G.O.A.T.) in their specific area of expertise? How do people aspire to mimic 
their traits? 
Do you have people (besides Jesus) that you look up to and try to mimic 
aspects of their faith and life in Jesus? 
Are you more likely to respect someone and listen to them if they have a 
servant heart? Why so? 
What characteristics in your mind make a good leader that you are willing to 
follow? 
Would you or others close to you describe your attitude as more of a servant 
or the one who wants served? A giver or taker? A contributor or consumer? A 
teammate or spectator? An encourager or critic? 

Facilitator NOTE: As you prepare ahead of time, look through the passages/
questions below to help yourself prioritize the things that you definitely want to 
cover with the time you have available. Try to keep the studies to around an 
hour for the kids/kids helpers sake. 

Mark 10:35-45 — “35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. 
“Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.” 36 “What do you 
want me to do for you?” he asked. 37 They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right 
and the other at your left in your glory.” 38 “You don’t know what you are asking,” 
Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am 
baptized with?” 39 “We can,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will drink 
the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit 
at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom 



they have been prepared.” 41 When the ten heard about this, they became 
indignant with James and John. 42 Jesus called them together and said, “You 
know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, 
whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and 
whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

What pops out to you when you read about the interactions of Jesus 
and His Apostles? 
Have you ever seen similar situations or attitudes play out in your 
life and heart or those around you? (any safe stories to share?) 
Re-read verses 43-45. How does this hit your ears and convict your 
heart? How are you working to live this out? 

John 13:1-17 — “1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the 
hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2 The evening meal was in 
progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to 
betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, 
and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the 
meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After 
that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying 
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, 
who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do 
not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8 “No,” said 
Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you 
have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but 
my hands and my head as well!” 10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath 
need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though 
not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was 
why he said not every one was clean. 12 When he had finished washing their feet, 
he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have 
done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly 
so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that 



you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater 
than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now 
that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” 

What does this story make you think about Jesus and His heart and 
level of humility? 
Would you have reacted like Peter, or differently? 
Re-read verses 13-17. Does Jesus leave any wiggle room for this 
kind of "servant hearted attitude” to be optional in the life of a 
follower? 
Even though we would never say we are “better" than Jesus, how 
do we sometimes live like we are better than Jesus and deserve 
more than He did? 
Why do you think that Jesus says that we will be “blessed if you do 
them” in verse 17? How do you see those blessings playing out in 
real life today? 

TAKE THESE HOME WITH YOU “TAKEAWAYS”: 
What are the things where you have had the attitude that you are “too good” 
for serving in certain ways? (GNKids? Serving your wife? Serving your kids? 
Helping a co-worker?) 
Will you surrender now and commit to serving immediately in those areas and 
toward those people where you have lacked humility and selflessness? 

 Close in prayer.  



MATCHING THEME IDEAS FOR THE KID’S LESSON: 
— I’d encourage a worship time if possible (youtube works great {Lifetree Kids}). 
— Ask them if they have any things in their life that they need Jesus’ help with, 
and then pray for the requests of the group. 
— And feel free to ask any of the kids if they’d like to say a prayer for the group. 

 Read John 13:13-17 “13 “Jesus said, "You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and 
rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you 
an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, 
no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if 
you do them.” 
 It may seem a little odd at first (that’s kind of the point), but you should give 
each kid a “wet-wipe” and have them all help to “wash” the hands (instead of 
feet) of the other kids around them. 
 Ask them a question like this: Who is greater/better…the man who is getting 
his shoes cleaned, or the man who is cleaning his shoes for him?


