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SERMON IN A SENTENCE: 
“Sin breaks things, but the Savior makes things new.” 

WARM UP QUESTIONS: (choose the ones you think will fit best) 
Would you agree that this world is full of brokenness?  
Would you also agree that we (in this room) have experienced brokenness due 
to sin (as the "Sermon In A Sentence" above mentions)? 
Have any of you ever had something or someone that meant the world to you, 
but something happened and broke the very thing that was so special about it? 
Are any of you brave enough to share a specific instance when sin, either in 
you or around you, caused brokenness in your life? 
How does Satan use shame & guilt to compound the damaging effects of sin? 

Facilitator NOTE: As you prepare ahead of time, look through the passages/
questions below to help yourself prioritize the things that you definitely want to 
cover with the time you have available. Try to keep the studies to around an 
hour for the kids/kids helpers sake. 

Mark 10:2-9 — “2 Some Pharisees came and tested Jesus by asking, “Is it lawful 
for a man to divorce his wife?” 3 “What did Moses command you?” Jesus replied. 
4 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her 
away.” 5 “It was because your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law,” 
Jesus replied. 6 “But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and 
female.’ 7 ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united 
to his wife, 8 and the two will become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but 
one flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

What really stands out to you in this passage? What gives you 
pause for thought or raises questions?  



What is Jesus main point in how He answers the Pharisees’ 
question about “is it lawful for people to get divorced”? (Leader 
Hint: Verse 5 says points out that it is always about our hearts, AND 
verse 9 is key to His answer=SIN breaks things) 
How have you personally seen the destructiveness of divorce as 
one tangible and specific example of how sin breaks things? 
Is getting a divorce have to mean the end of your life or relationship 
with God? 
How should we treat people who have experienced the brokenness 
that comes from divorce? 

John 4:4-26 + 39-42 — “4 Now Jesus had to go through Samaria. 5 So He came 
to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his 
son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as He was from the 
journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 7 When a Samaritan woman 
came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples 
had gone into the town to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to Him, “You 
are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For 
Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)  
 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks 
you for a drink, you would have asked Him and He would have given you living 
water.” 11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is 
deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father 
Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and 
his livestock?” 13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be 
thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. 
Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.” 15 The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t 
get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”  
 16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 17 “I have no 
husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no 
husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is 
not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 19 “Sir,” the woman 
said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this 
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in 
Jerusalem.” 21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you 



will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You 
Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the 
kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and His worshipers must 
worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 25 The woman said, “I know that 
Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When He comes, He will explain everything 
to us.” 26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am He… 
 …39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in Him because of the 
woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the 
Samaritans came to Jesus, they urged Him to stay with them, and He stayed two 
days. 41 And because of His words many more became believers. 42 They said to 
the woman, “We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world.” 

How does Jesus treat this woman who had been married 5 times 
and is now living with a man who is not her husband (and on top of 
that, is also a Samaritan woman)? 
What kind of brokenness do you think this woman carried with her 
to the well that day? 
Re-read verses 13+14…what do those words of Jesus mean to you 
ad your life? 
When Jesus was talking with her at the well about living water, all 
she could think about at first was the physical world. Do you ever 
get sucked into only ever looking at the physical world around you 
and not thinking more about the spiritual reality and implications of 
things around you each day? 
What did Jesus know all along was this woman’s greater purpose 
to invest the rest of her life into? (Hint: Verses 39-42). 
What do you personally take away from this story of the woman at 
the well with Jesus? 

TAKE THESE HOME WITH YOU “TAKEAWAYS”: 
What in your life has sin broken? (Hint: Likely, sin has touched and broken 
everything in our lives if we are honest)  
Will you come to the Savior who can make all things new and alive? 



 Close in prayer.  

MATCHING THEME IDEAS FOR THE KID’S LESSON: 
— I’d encourage a worship time if possible (youtube works great {Lifetree Kids}). 
— Ask them if they have any things in their life that they need Jesus’ help with, 
and then pray for the requests of the group. 
— And feel free to ask any of the kids if they’d like to say a prayer for the group. 

 Take a pitcher of water and give everyone a drink. Talk about the importance 
of water for our bodies, and then connect that to how Jesus says that He is the 
Living Water. 
 To talk about how sin breaks things, you can take a ruler or yard stick and 
break it in front of the kids. They will love it, and you can demonstrate the 
brokenness that comes with going against God’s design, plan, and purposes. 
Ask them how to fix it, and point out that only God can make that stick whole 
again.


