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Facilitator NOTE: AS YOU PREPARE AHEAD OF TIME, LOOK THROUGH THE PASSAGES/QUESTIONS BELOW TO 
HELP YOURSELF PRIORITIZE THE THINGS THAT YOU DEFINITELY WANT TO COVER WITH THE TIME YOU HAVE 
AVAILABLE. YOU LIKELY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO COVER ALL THIS MATERIAL. TRY TO KEEP THE STUDIES TO 
AROUND AN HOUR FOR THE KIDS/KIDS-HELPERS SAKE. 

SERMON IN A SENTENCE: 
“Love is a proper noun named Jesus and we are called to be His verb to the 
world.” 

(use the questions you want to use, ignore the ones you don’t want to use, and add any that you think would be good) 
WARM UP QUESTIONS: 

In your own words, how would you define the word “love”? 
How does most of the world define the word “love”? 
Outside of the example of Jesus, what is the greatest act of love you have ever 
seen, experienced, or heard of? 
What would happen if everyone who is currently a part of GNChurch was filled 
with Jesus-type of love? How would Powell and the greater Columbus area be 
different because of it? 

Start by having someone (or multiple people) read: 1 John 4:7-16 
 7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 
who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does 
not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: 
He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 
10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. 13 This is how we 
know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we 
have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the 
world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them 



and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is 
love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 

DIVE IN DEEPER: 

1 John 4:7-8 — “7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not 
love does not know God, because God is love.” 

According to this passage, God is ________?  

According to the passage, the source of love comes from ______? 

If both of those statements above are true, than how does that truth 
help us understand why verse 8 is also true? 

1 John 4:9-10 — “9 This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one 
and only Son into the world that we might live through Him.  
10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 

How abstract would the idea of God’s love be without Jesus (who was 
God in the flesh) appearing to be the tangible embodiment of God’s 
love? 

Which came first, the chicken or the egg? Our love towards God or His 
love towards us? 

How is Jesus’ “atoning sacrifice” (v. 10) for our sins the greatest act of 
love ever? 

How does is personally challenge you by putting your name in place of 
the word “God” or “it” in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8? 

1 John 4:11-12 — “11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in 
us and His love is made complete in us.” 

How does God’s display of love toward us through Jesus motivate you 
to live that kind of love toward others? 



Since no one can see God with their eyes, how important is it that we 
live out His tangible love through us to others? How does this tie into 
Jesus’ final words before ascending back into heaven in Matthew 
28:19-20 (the Great Commission)?  

If we don’t take God’s love through us to others, can God’s love truly be 
made “complete”? (referencing the end of verse 12) 

1 John 4:13-16 — “13 This is how we know that we live in Him and He in us: He 
has given us of His Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has 
sent His Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus 
is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely 
on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God 
in them.” 

How is the gift of the Spirit of God living inside of us one of God’s 
greatest displays of His love for His people? (hint: because He actually 
desires to live and be with us) 

The Apostle John was an eye witness to the love of God through Jesus. 
Are we off the hook from sharing Jesus to others since we never saw 
Jesus with our own eyes? 

TAKE THIS HOME WITH YOU “TAKEAWAY”: 
Do you life a life that is fully reliant and dependent on God’s love? 
What next step do you need to take in order to live more reliant on God’s love 
so that you can better share God’s love with others? 

 Close in prayer.  



MATCHING THEME IDEAS FOR THE KID’S LESSON: 
— I’d encourage a worship time if possible (youtube works great {Lifetree Kids}). 
— Ask them if they have any things in their life that they need Jesus’ help with, 
and then pray for the requests of the group. 
— And feel free to ask any of the kids if they’d like to say a prayer for the group. 

 Read 1 John 4:7-10 - “7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes 
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is 
how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, 
but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 

Ask the kiddos questions like: 
 Fill in this sentence: God is ______. (answer: love) 
 Where does love come from? (answer: Only God) 
 What is the greatest way that God showed His love to us? (answer: 
by having Jesus die on the cross to pay for our sins)    

Activity:  
 Have the kids draw a picture that represents God’s love toward us.


